Goetz Medals! 
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Collectors of the world, unite! 


Goetz medals coming September 1st 


Numismagram 


And seemingly just like that, the summer is drawing to a close. It feels as though it was 
just spring, but that’s how time works. It also feels as though we just had a Goetz-themed 
upload, but that was toward the end of last summer. That’s really how time works. Given 
its rather linear theme and a bit of a packed schedule, this newsletter is a bit more brief 
than usual, so we'll dive right into this upload's highlights. 


Up first is this rather striking bronze medal from early in World War | in which Goetz 
portrays Germany as essentially up against the entire world... 
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Cast in a larger format than most, this 82mm medal features a winged fantastic beast on 
the obverse, with numerous heads serving as allegories for Germany’s enemies. How 
many can you identify? Meanwhile, the reverse portrays something seemingly straight 

from a religious-themed billboard. You know, the ones about heaven or hell. Here, a 
facing bust of God holds a scythe and rests a hand upon the terrestrial sphere, all while 
hellfire rages below. Pretty intense. So much so that a similar example realized nearly 
$2,000 in a Heritage auction late last year. 


Another large (82mm) bronze medal, this issue satirizes the Montenegrin king, Nikola, 
along with his daughters... 
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As all three married into families that proved to be problematic for Goetz’s Germany 
during the war (one marrying into flip-flopping Italy, the other two into czarist Russia), they 
are presented as the Three Fates, with them turning into hissing serpents on the reverse. 

There’s even a bloo-soaked sword for maximum effect. 


Continuing on with Goetz’s use of satire and caricature of other countries, there is this 
issue from the end of the war which sums up his analysis of the conditions of armistice 
set forth by the allies... 


Here, Uncle Sam and John Bull, allegories for the United States and Great Britain, 
restrain Michel, a personification of the German spirit. The only non-allegory present is 
Marshal Foch, a French general tasked with the ensuing occupation efforts in Germany. 

Meanwhile, the reverse conveys a sentiment about the German populace eventually 
rising up from this defeat. Little did anyone know that just two decades later, the world 
would be right back in the same situation. 


Speaking of history repeating, there’s also this issue from before the war’s end in which 
the Central Powers signed a peace treaty with Ukraine. The latter, eager to break from 
czarist-turned-Bolshevik Russia, sought a treaty with any party for recognition and 
assistance, though only the Central Powers were keen to sign on... 


This alliance was short-lived, given the turnout of the war. For the many decades that 
would follow, Ukraine would remain well within Moscow’s orbit, finally once again 
garnering some degree of freedom following the dissolution of the Soviet Union. Once 
again, however, the Soviet specter has fallen upon Ukraine for all of the world to see. 


What makes this medal even more relevant is that Goetz called the alliance at the time 
the “Bread” Treaty on account of Ukraine’s role as the “breadbasket” of Europe. As is the 
case now, the unprovoked Russian aggression has, among numerous other things, 
caused great instability in the grain trade regionally—an aspect that still hasn’t been fully 
realized. 


Lastly, there’s this medal, which may be one of Goetz’s more famous. It sarcastically 
pokes fun at the sinking of the Lusitania in 1915.. 
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Goetz issued these in bronze and iron, initially with an erroneous date of Mai (May) 5th. 
However, the event occurred on May 7th, necessitating a corrected version. While 
numerous cast iron examples are readily available on the market, and often sold as 
Goetz types, these are, in fact, British copies meant to raise funds for the families of the 
victims. The actual Goetz issues are very difficult to encounter, and always popular on 
account of their haunting and historical nature, complete with a skeleton working at the 
ticket counter essentially sending the would-be passengers to their death. 


For all of this upload’s new items, please click here or on the banner art at the top of the 


newsletter. We will be back in mid-September with another mixed group of art and 
historical medals. 
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